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Miss Christina Merriman, Secretary of the 
F. P. A., is sailing April 18, to attend the 
Conference at Geneva on the Control of the 
International Trade in Arms, Munitions and 
Implements of War. Miss Merriman will also 
go to England, France and Germany with a 
view to arranging for visits to America this 
Fall of distinguished foreigners as guests of 
the F. P. A. 
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EUROPEAN UNCERTAINTIES 





‘tr’ HE prolonged ministerial crisis in 

France rivals the candidacy of Hinden- 
burg in Germany as a theme for cynical 
political speculation. Has Europe learned 
nothing from the war and the “war after 
the war”? Will France, weakened by par- 
tisan intrigues and by widespread unwill- 
ingness to face frankly its financial situa- 
tion, drift farther towards national in- 
solvency and, in foreign affairs, towards a 
recurrence of Poincaré-ism? Will Ger- 
many ignore the dangers of outraging 
world-wide opinion, yield to the senti- 
mental blandishments of reckless reaction- 
ary and monarchist leaders, and place at 
the head of the State an octogenarian field 
marshal, associated closely with the Hohen- 
zollerns? 

These dangers are real. The political 
balance in the French Senate and Chamber 
of Deputies is such that even if Painlevé 
succeeds in organizing a ministry, its ten- 
ure will be uncertain. The Senate is dom- 
inated by the parties of the Right; the 
Chamber is controlled by the parties of 
the Left. Briand’s hope was to govern 
through a combination which would in- 
clude the more moderate of the Left groups 
and the less extreme of the Nationalists. 
In this he was supported by his two per- 
sonal and political opponents, Poincaré 
and Millerand, because these two expected 
such a program would break up the Left 
bloc, which, as long as it remains intact, 
is an insurmountable obstacle to the return 
to the Premiership of either of these form- 
er presidents. 

If Painlevé is unable to set up a Radical 
Ministry or is promptly defeated in the 
Senate, then Herriot or Briand may again 
be asked to form a Government, or, though 
there is no precedent since 1877 for the 
dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies, a 
new election for the members of the Cham- 
ber may be held. It is the hope of the 


Nationalists that in this event the United 
Socialists and the Radical Socialists will 
be unable to maintain the Left bloc intact 
or that the advantage of such union, which 
in the last election was decisive, will be 
overcome by a similar close union of the 
forces of the Right. 

Whatever the solution of the present 
crisis, the French Government must in one 
form or another take drastic measures to 
increase the national revenues. The il- 
legal expansion of the currency beyond the 
statutory limit, 41,000,000,000 francs, and 
the illegal advance by the Bank of France 
to the State of more than 2,000,000,000 
francs, must be promptly legalized. Much 
more difficult will be the task of balancing 
this year’s budget and finding the more 
than 20,000,000,000 francs necessary to 
refund the short-term and floating obliga- 
tions which become due this year. 

The attitude of the new Government 
towards the problems of security and dis- 
armament cannot now be more than 
guessed at. Probably Painlevé or his suc- 
cessor will follow the general lines laid 
down by Herriot. There is always, how- 
ever, the danger that the rather concilia- 
tory policy of the recent Government may 
be made more drastic and that the prom- 
ised evacuation of the Ruhr by August this 
year may be postponed. Such a decision 
could only have a very unfortunate effect 
on the issue of the German elections. 


Germany’s Trial 

On the basis of the figures of the recent 
election in Germany, the Republican bloc, 
the Centrists, the Democrats and the So- 
cialists, should have a small but safe 
majority over the forces of the Right 
bloc, the People’s Party, the Bavarian 
People’s Party, the Nationalists and the 
Volkische or Fascists. But there is danger 
that the name Hindenburg and the popular 
saga associated with it because of his com- 






































































































































































































































































monly believed masterly expulsion of the 
Russians from German soil may decisively 
influence the unorganized voters. Senti- 
mentalism is an important trait in many 
of the German people. Hindenburg, a 
simple-minded soldier, who has avoided all 
of the excesses of Ludendorff, appeals to 
them as an embodiment of the good old 
times and of the glory which was theirs 
before the war. Capitalizing this, the 
Nationalist leaders are minimizing their 
monarchist and reactionary convictions in 
the hope that the German people can be 
blinded to the unfitness of their candidate. 

Can they succeed in this tortuous and 
fatuous policy? Only the poll on April 26 
can give the answer. 

Both France and Germany are again at 
the parting of the way. The next few 
weeks will be significant for the political 
peace and economic welfare of Europe and 
the world. JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


Lord Balfour’s Reception 

HE series of riotous receptions which 

greeted Lord Balfour on his ill-timed 
visit to Palestine were due primarily to the 
so-called Balfour Declaration of 1916. In 
this statement of policy Britain recognized 
Palestine as the National Home for the 
Jews. The Arabs have, therefore, vented 
upon Balfour their hatred of that decision. 
Incidentally, it should perhaps be added 
that the Arabs generally attribute to Lord 
Balfour’s influence the assignment of Syria 
to French control and the inclusion in the 
Versailles Treaty of the favorable provi- 
sion in reference to the Jews in Palestine. 

Notes 

HE charge that the treaty recently 

ratified between Japan and Soviet Rus- 
sia, granting to the former extensive con- 
cessions for exploiting oil and mineral re- 
sources in the northern portion of the Is- 
land of Sakhalin, violated Japan’s pledge at 
the Washington Conference to observe the 
“open door” in Russian territory, was de- 
cisively answered by a White House 
“spokesman” April 10. It was asserted 
that the President and Secretary Kellogg, 
after an examination and study of the 
agreement, had reached the conclusion that 
there is no violation of the “open door” 
principle. ae ae 


The State Department was an excellent 
press agent for Count Karolyi, just as Mr. 
Mencken of the National Security League 
was a most effective agent in the same 
capacity for the Countess Karolyi. Count 
Karolyi’s statements issued in Canada last 
week, restrained and moderate in tone, 
made clear the foolishness and the futility 
of the State Department “gag”? imposed 
on him during his visit here. This salutary 
lesson will not be lost on State Department 
officials, who in this instance appear to 
have been dupes of conservative and re- 
actionary factions in Hungary. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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Last week the League of Nations’ Com. 
mission of Jurists began its practical work 
which will extend over many months, look. 
ing towards the codification of interna. 
tional law. Under the leadership of George 
W. Wickersham, former United States At. 
torney-General, the Commission agreed to 
broaden the scope of its efforts beyond the 
limits technically provided in the League 
resolution. Again is illustrated the use. 
fulness of American citizens abroad, even 
though unsupported by their Government, 





The American-German Mixed Claims 
Commission, with unimpeachable fairness, 
is rapidly completing its work. It is now 
expected that adjudication of the German 
Government’s obligations to American citi- 
zens because of war damages will be con. 
cluded this fall or during the winter. The 
damages may reach a total of $300,000,000, 





Despite the furore created in Peru by 
President Coolidge’s decision in the Tacna.- 
Arica dispute, there is to be no reconsid- 
eration. However, the President has 
sought to moderate Peruvian resentment 
by assuring a fair plebiscite under the sup- 
ervision of General Pershing. 





Notable declarations of policy are con- 
tained in the thirty draft conventions for 
the codification of American international 
law to be discussed by the Internationa! 
Commission of Jurists which is to meet 
later this year in Rio de Janeiro. These 
were made public March 31 by the Pan- 
American Union and were formulated by a 
committee of the American Institute of In- 
ternational Law. They have been sent to 
all the Governments concerned. Their chief 
provisions include: the establishment of an 
American “Community of Nations’; the 
broadening of the basis of the Monroe Doc- 
trine; the outlawry of wars of conquest; 
freedom of transit; regulation of immigra- 
tion; and rules for treaty making. 


The funeral services last week of Patri- 
arch Tikhon, recent head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, attended by tens of 
thousands of Russians of all classes, was 
a spectacular demonstration of the hold 
which religion, despite the anti-clerical 
activities of the Communists, still has 
upon the masses of the Russian people. 


Two Books On the Protocol 

Two significant contributions to the 
world-wide discussion of the Geneva Pro- 
tocol are the following volumes just issued 
by two of the best informed students here 
or abroad of the related problems of secur- 
ity and disarmament: 

The Geneva Protocol for the Pacific 
Settlement of International Disputes. By 
Pror. P. J. NOEL BAKER; London, P. 5S. 
King & Sons, Ltd. 

The Geneva Protocol. By DAVID HUNTER 
MILLER; New York, Macmillan Co. 
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